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To effecti:ely resolve Illinois' complex and often uruque waste management problems, HWRIC's ongoing research program supports 
scientific investigations that improve our 
understanding of waste problems in the state and that 
lead to more effective technologies and policies to 
solve these problems. 
The Center 's research and development activities 
address the full spectrum of issues surrounding waste 
management-past, present, and future. The 
environmental implications of past waste management 
practices are apparent from the number of hazardous 
waste sites awaiting cleanup and the extent of the 
contamination problems at the sites. HWRIC seeks 
ways to solve current problems by funding 
researchers to investigate and develop promising 
remediation technologies. Another major focus of the 
research program is to promote and develop pollution 
prevention technologies to prevent waste management 
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problems from recurring. HWRIC concentrates 
primarily on hazardous and industrial solid wastes 
when funding pollution prevention and remediation 
research efforts. 
HWRIC staff identify topics of particular interest 
or need and solicit research preproposals in those 
areas during December and January. Topics of 
special interest to HWRIC for Fiscal Year '95 funding 
included industrial solid waste, development and 
evaluation of pollution prevention techniques, and 
remediation technology development and evaluation. 
Preproposals are evaluated by Center staff. 
Full proposals , which respond to changes, 
additions or other items of concern to the HWRIC 
reviewers, are requested from those researchers 
whose ideas address important waste management 
problems and/or offer significant scientific 
contributions towards the state's goal of waste 
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prevention. Full proposals are evaluated both by 
Center staff and external peer reviewers. Those 
projects that address the most urgent problems and 
seem most likely to reach successful conclusion, or 
have an immediate benefit, are selected for funding. 
Projects generally begin October 1. 
Approximately $450,000 was available for new 
projects in FY'95 out of a total research budget of 
$730,000. These funds are primarily available to 
investigators working in Illinois, although researchers 
from other states have received support for projects 
of significance to Illinois. Researchers from public 
and private universities and colleges, industry, 
research institutes, government agencies, and 
consulting firms are eligible. 
HWRIC Research Program staff work with the 
investigators during the course of their projects, 
evaluating the work as it progresses, and serving as 
sources of information and technical assistance when 
needed. Research staff have worked to supplement 
the funding allocated to the program by co-funding 
projects with other agencies and obtaining external 
funding to pursue additional topics of interest to the 
Center. 
The results of Center-funded research, as well as 
Center-conducted research, are made available in a 
variety of ways. Investigators are encouraged to 
publish articles in peer-reviewed and technical 
publications as well as make presentations at 
meetings, seminars, and workshops. Factsheets and 
brochures are prepared by HWRIC staff and 
distributed to technical organizations and companies 
that might benefit from the information they contain. 
Most projects result in peer-reviewed research 
reports published by HWRIC and made available 
through our Clearinghouse. Research projects funded 
this fiscal year are listed in the shaded areas. 
